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Message from the VC & CEO

KCA University stands at a pivotal moment in the
evolution of higher education in Africa, where
knowledge must not only be created but also
transformed into solutions that respond to our
continent’s challenges and aspirations. 4th KCA
University Innovation Week and Industry Summit
2025 embodies our strategic commitment to
knowledge commercialization, sustainable

development, and inclusive enterprise.

Through this summit, we affirm our role as a
convener of ideas and a catalyst for innovation
ecosystems that connect academia, industry,
government, and society. The theme, Innovate!
Elevate! Impact! challenges all of us—researchers,
students, and partners—to pursue innovations that
are not only impactful but scalable, sustainable,

and transformative.

Let this be a platform where ideas transcend
theory, partnerships flourish, and our collective
imagination defines the future we want to see in
Kenya and across the continent.

Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Isaiah I.C. Wakindiki, PhD, Pr.Sci.Nat.
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Welcome Remarks

The Division of Research, Innovation
and Outreach is pleased to spearhead
the planning and execution of the 4th
Innovation Week and Industry Summit.
This event is more than a showcase—it
is a strategic operational tool for
translating research into impact.

Our focus this year is on strengthening
pathways for commercialization,
enhancing industry-university
collaboration, and building the
innovation capabilities of our faculty
and students. From curated pitch
sessions and IP clinics to investor
forums and sustainability challenges,
the summit is structured to deliver
tangible outcomes.

We invite all stakeholders within
and beyond the university to actively
engage with this initiative.

Deputy Vice Chancellor,
Research, Innovation and Outreach/
Prof. Vincent Onywera, PhD
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1.0 Introduction and Rationale

The Division of Research, Innovation and Outreach is pleased to lead the planning and execution
of the 4th KCA University Innovation Week and Industry Summit 2025. This year’s event is more
than a showcase but rather a a strategic platform for translating research into real-world impact.

/_‘ Strengthening commercialization pathways

OUR

FOCUS Enhancing industry-university collaboration

x‘ Enhancing industry-university collaboration

From curated pitch sessions and intellectual property (IP) clinics to investor fora and sustainability
challenges, the summit is designed to deliver tangible, measurable outcomes.

We call upon all stakeholders from both within and beyond the university to actively participate and
co-create solutions that will shape our shared future.
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2.0 Thematic Areas and Sub-Themes
Sub-theme 1:

Introduction:

Women remain underrepresented in science, technology, and entrepreneurship sectors. However, sustainable innovation
requires the inclusion and leadership of women across the ecosystem. This sub-theme addresses systemic barriers and
opportunities to advance women's participation and leadership in innovation, particularly in tech-driven and impact-
focused ventures.

Focus Areas:

- Barriers and opportunities for women in STEM and innovation

- Women-led startups and inclusive business models

- Digital inclusion and access to financing for women entrepreneurs

- Policy frameworks and institutional strategies for gender equity

Expected Outcomes:
- Actionable strategies to support women innovators
- Policy proposals to enhance gender inclusion in tech and entrepreneurship

- Strengthened mentorship and funding networks for female-led ventures

- Showcased women-led innovations with potential for scale and investment
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Sub-theme 2: Higher Education and the Entrepreneurial Journey

Introduction:

Are universities adequately preparing students for the entrepreneurial journey? This sub-theme examines the evolving role
of higher education institutions in nurturing entrepreneurial mindsets, embedding innovation in curricula, and enabling
students and faculty to turn ideas into enterprises.

Focus Areas:

- Entrepreneurship education and experiential learning models
- Campus-based incubation and startup support

- Faculty innovation and incentives for commercialization

- Policies for integrating innovation into teaching and research
Expected Outcomes:

- Enhanced institutional models for entrepreneurship integration
- Case studies of student and faculty-led enterprises

- Improved curricula to support innovation and venture creation

- Recommendations for education policy reforms in higher learning




Sub-theme 3:
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Introduction:

Innovation thrives when academia and industry collaborate. This sub-
theme explores mechanisms for translating academic research into
commercial solutions, fostering co-creation, and incentivising deeper
engagement between universities and the private sector.

Focus Areas:

- Models for joint R&D and technology transfer

- Industry-academia partnerships in product development
- IP licensing, spinouts, and startup incubation

- Aligning graduate skills with market needs

Expected Outcomes:

- Collaborative frameworks for innovation co-development

- University -industry MOUs for joint ventures and innovation labs
- Increased commercialization of academic research

- Policy briefs to support knowledge transfer and shared infrastructure
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Sub-theme 4:
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Introduction:

The creative industries—from music and fashion to film, digital art, and gaming—hold immense potential for youth
employment, cultural identity, and economic growth. This sub-theme highlights how universities can nurture creative
entrepreneurs and how policy and investment can help scale this vibrant sector.

Focus Areas:

- Innovation in the arts, digital media, and cultural expression
- IP protection and commercialization in the creative sector

- Platforms for creative startups and content monetization

- Training, mentorship, and accelerator models for creatives

Expected Outcomes:

- |dentified pathways for scaling creative ventures

- Policy and legal frameworks to protect and commercialize creative works
- Enhanced visibility and investment for youth-led creative startups

- Strengthened university engagement with creative industry stakeholders
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Sub-theme 5:

Introduction:

Artificial Intelligence (Al), data analytics, and digital platforms are redefining how businesses operate. This sub-theme
explores how SMEs can harness emerging technologies to drive efficiency, scale operations, and compete globally—
while also addressing ethical and infrastructure challenges.

Focus Areas:

- Adoption of Al and digital tools by SMEs

- SME digital readiness and capacity building
- Responsible Al and data governance

- Partnerships between tech innovators and small businesses

Expected Outcomes:

- Practical roadmaps for SME digital transformation

- Investment and training models for Al in entrepreneurship
- Policy proposals for responsible tech use among MSMEs

- Documented case studies of tech-enabled SME growth
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3.0 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AND INCENTIVES

Category Amount Benefits

U b v Dedicated Exhibition space (9m?)

V" Visibility opportunities throughout the event, including logo
placement on the KCAU website, event program, and
promotional materials.

v 10 min presentation before the conference talks and panel
discussions.

V" Logo display on screens and three roll up banners displayed

on main conference hall and main stage.

V" Parficipation in media interviews.
v Mentions in print and social media articles and publicity
campaigns.
v Acknowledgement of sponsorship in all proceedings.
v Meals for five pax from the sponsoring organization.
V" Post event Data and Analytics.
Gold (i<l v Dedicated Exhibition space (9m?)
V" Visibility opportunities throughout the event, including logo

placement on the KCAU website, event program, and
promotional materials.

v" 3.5 min presentation before the conference talks and panel
discussions.

v Logo display on screens and two roll up banners displayed
on main conference hall.

v Mentions in print and social media articles and publicity
campaigns.
Acknowledgement of sponsorship in all proceedings.

Silver Kshs 150,000 v" Dedicated Exhibition space (9m?)

Visibility opportunities throughout the event, including logo

placement on the KCAU website, event program, and

promotional materials.

V" logo display on screens and one roll up banner displayed
on main conference hall.

v Mentions in print and social media articles and publicity
campaigns.

v" Acknowledgement of sponsorship in all proceedings.

<
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4.0 CATEGORY PARTICIPATION FEE (KSH) PACKAGE

Individual Participant
Ksh.2,500

Full access to all plenary sessions, keynote
addresses, workshops, panel discussions,
and certificate of participation.

TVETs / SMEs / CBOs
Ksh. 15,000

3-day exhibition space, recognition in
summit program, access to workshops
and networking opportunities.

Universities
Ksh. 30,000

3-day exhibition space, recognition in
summit program, access to workshops

and networking opportunities County Governments

Ksh.50,000

3-day exhibition space (bring your
own tent), recognition in summit
program, brand visibility at the
venue, access to key sessions and
matchmaking forums.

Note: All exhibitors in these categories are required to:
- Bring their own branding materials

- Organize for their meals

Monage el oun eghi To Register Visit:

- Adhere t t brandi d safet tocol
ere fo event branding and salely protocots https://forms.gle/sdXthvbzpzWBu57FA
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